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BOLLINGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  1948 


6,  Market  Place, 

Macclesfield. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Bollington  Urban  District  Council. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1948. 

The  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  is  5,198 
an  increase  of  218  over  last  year.  The  figure  obtained  from  the 
local  office  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  agrees  reasonably  well  with  the 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was  76  as 
compared  with  89  for  1947,  while  the  number  of  illegitimate  births 
has  fallen  by  four.  The  number  of  stillbirths  remains  the  same. 

Deaths  of  62,  giving  a crude  death  rate  of  11.9  per  1,000, 
shows  an  improvement  on  last  year,  and  there  were  no  deaths  from 
puerperal  causes. 

Three  children  under  1 year  of  age  died,  two  from  Birth 
Injury  and  Congenital  Malformation,  and  one  from  Pemphigus. 
There  were  two  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  ten  from 
Cancer. 


There  was  an  epidemic  of  mild  cases  of  Measles,  probably 
more  than  the  204  actually  notified,  while  Whooping  Cough  showed 
a reduction  on  last  year. 

Despite  an  energetic  programme  of  building,  housing  presents 
a difficult  problem.  Apart  from  the  neglect  of  the  war  years,  much 
of  the  property,  hastily  and  shoddily  produced  for  developing 
industry,  is  now  only  fit  in  many  cases  for  demolition. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  convey  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Mernbers  of  the  Health  Committee,  to  my  predecessor 
Dr.  Chadwick  and  to  Mr.  Ankers  and  the  staff  of  the  Council 
Offices  for  their  help. 


H.  R.  DUGDALE. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STAFF 

H.  R.  Dugdale,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Macclesfield  and  Urban  District 
of  Bollington. 

J.  W.  Chadwick,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  Part-time  Med- 
ical Officer  of  Health.  Retired  4th  August,  1948. 

J.  C.  Ankers,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector  — Appointed  1st 
March,  1948.  ^ 

C.  A.  Smith,  C.R.S.I  , Sanitary  Inspector  — Retired  28th 


February,  1948. 

1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

5,198 

Area  (Acres) 

1,443 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

1,768 

Estimated  net  produce  of  Id.  rate 

£103 

2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  for  the  Year 


Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

37 

37 

74 

Illegitimate 

— 

2 

2 

37 

39 

76 

Live  Birth  Rate  14’6  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  1 

5 

6 

Birth  Rate  of  Stillborn  children  73T 

per  1,000  total 
births. 

live  and  still 

> > J » 5 » > ) > > 11 

per  1,000  of  population. 

Deaths  (All  Ages) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

34 

28 

62 

Crude  Death  Rate 

11*9  per  1,000 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  births... 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1 year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate  ...  — 

— 

— 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 
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1 Female  ...  Pemphigus,  about  14  days. 

1 Male  ...  Birth  Injury 

1 Male  ...  Congenital  Malformation. 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births — 
Legitimate  39’4 
Illegitimate  Nil 

Number  of  women  dying  consequent  of  Child  Birth  ...  Nil 

Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis,  1948 
2 Deaths  only. 

Pulmonary  '38  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

Non- Pulmonary  Nil  per  thousand  estimated  population. 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer  1.9  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Measles  (All  Ages)  Nil 

,,  ,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  Nil 

,,  ,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years)  Nil 

The  Chief  Causes  of  Deaths  for  1948  are  as  follows  : — 


Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

Males 

2 

Females 

Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms)  ... 

— 

■ — 

Cancer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

1 

Cancer 

2 

4 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

1 

Intra-Carnial  Vascular  Lesions 

4 

' 5 

Heart  Disease 

5 

2 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

6 

Bronchitis  ... 

1 

1 

Pneumonia... 

1 

— 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

1 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

— 

— 

Nephritis  ... 

1 • 

— 

Premature  Birth 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformation 

1 

1 

Road  Traffic — Accident 

1 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

Diabetis 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

3 

— 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

— 

— 

Other  Violent  Deaths 

— 

— 

Suicide 

1 

— 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  ... 

— 

— 

All  other  Causes 

4 

6 

4 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year. 


Disease 

No.  of 
Cases 

No.  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles 

204 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

13 

— 

Diphtheria... 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid 

— 

— 

— 

Peurperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Pneumonia  .. 

5 

— 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

3 

— 

— 

Influenza  Meningitis... 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

29 

— 

— 

Cerebral  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  during 
the  year  1948. 

Our  rates  for  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diph- 
theria notified  per  1,000  of  the  population  are  respectively  3*0  and  Nil 


NEW 

Tuberculosis 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Period 

M 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

M F 

0 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

10 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

15 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— — 

20 

1 

1 

— — 

1 

— 

— — 

25 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

35 

— 

— 

1 — 

— 

— 

— — 

45 

1 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

— — 

55 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

65 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

Totals 

2 

2 

1 — 

2 

— 

— — 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the 
Public  Health  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Regulation,  1928. 
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REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Bollington  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  first  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  done  during  the  year  1948. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Smith,  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  retired  in 
February  and  I took  up  my  appointment  as  Sanitary  Inspector  on 
1st  March,  1948. 

During  the  year  the  whole  district  has  been  inspected,  special 
attention  being  made  to  food  and  food  preparation  premises,  shops, 
factories  etc.  and  more  detailed  reports  added  to  the  records. 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  consideration  and 
support  received  from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  and  to  Dr.  H.  R.  Dugdale  and  the  staff  of  the  Council 
Offices  for  their  assistance  and  help. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  ANKERS, 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Council  Offices, 

Bollington. 


Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 

1.  By  the  Local  Authority  68 

2.  By  other  persons  4 

No  demolition  orders  were  made  during  the  year. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  year  a housing  survey  was  commenced 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  houses  in  the  following  categories : — 
unfit,  requiring  reconstruction  and  repair,  minor  repairs  and 
satisfactory  and  to  give  other  statistics.  The  report  will  take  some 
time  to  complete  as  the  majority  of  houses  in  the  district  are  small 
and  old  and  many  in  a poor  state  of  repair. 

Tenancies. 

On  the  instructions  of  the  Committee  an  inspection  of  the 
housing  conditions  of  applicants  was  made.  A points  scheme  is 
used  to  sieve  out  the  more  urgent  cases.  A report  is  made  on  each 
applicant  with  the  highest  number  of  points,  the  Committee  consider 
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this  and  any  other  recommendations  in  deciding  on  the  successful 
ones.  Code  numbers  are  used  and  the  names  not  divulged  until  the 
list  has  been  made.  The  system  though  not  infallible  has  worked 
well. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Council  supply  water  to  the  district  and  bulk  supplies  to 
the  Macclesfield  Rural  District  Council  parishes  of  Adlington, 
Prestbury  and  Rainow.  The  source  of  supply  is  at  Rainow  and 
consists  of  boreholes  into  millstone  grit.  The  Council’s  consulting 
analysts  Messrs.  Melling  and  Ardern  visit  the  undertaking  three 
times  per  year  and  at  their  discretion  send  for  samples  for 
examination. 

Nine  samples  of  raw  water  and  six  of  chlorinated  water  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  two  for  chemical 
analysis.  All  were  satisfactory  except  for  two  raw  water  samples 
which  w^ere  doubtful,  but  samples  of  water  taken  after  chlorination 
were  satisfactory. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  T.  K. 
Kirkman,  A.  M.  I.  Mun.  E.,  A.  R.  I.  C.  S.,  A.  M.  T.  P.  I.,  for  this 
information. 

Of  the  1,768  houses  in  the  district  all  but  11  are  on  the  public 
supply.  1,753  are  supplied  direct  to  the  house  and  four  by  standpipe. 

The  11  houses  on  private  supplies  are  provided  from  four 
sources.  Samples  have  been  taken  from  each,  two  satisfactory  and 
two  unsatisfactory.  In  one  case  spring  water  which  was  likely  to 
be  contaminated  was  added  to  well  water,  this  has  ceased  and 
improvements  are  being  made.  The  five  houses  supplied  from  this 
source  cannot  be  connected  to  the  public  supply  as  they  are  higher 
than  the  reservoir.  The  other  unsatisfactory  supply  will  cease  to 
be  used  and  the  public  supply  connected  to  the  house. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

1,724  visits  were  made  and  401  defects  found  and  remedied. 
In  carrying  out  this  work  130  informal  notices  and  18  formal  notices 


were  served  under  the  following  sections:  — 

Section  39  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ... 

2 

>>  44  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

5 

4S 

»»  ' ''  >>  >>  >»  >»  • • • 

2 

>>  75  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  • • . 

1 

93 

»>  ^ >>  >>  >»  >>  • • • 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

As  a result  of  district  inspection  the  following 

figures  have 

been  obtained  : — 
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Fresh  water  Closets  ...  1,544 

Pail  Closets  ...  38 

Privy  Closets  ...  7 

Dustbins  ...  1,795 


During  the  year  eight  privy  closets  were  converted  to  fresh 
water  Closets. 

Many  of  the  small  houses  in  the  district  share  W.C.  accommo- 
dation — 1 W.C.  to  two  houses.  Although  this  is  unsatisfactory  it  is 
necessary  to  complete  the  survey  to  ascertain  in  which  property  the 
provision  of  additionnl  W.C.  accommodation  is  worth  while. 

Inspections. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  are  detailed 
below : — 


Bakehouses  and  food  preparing 

establishments  44 

Butchers’  Premises 

...  12 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

...  71 

Cinemas 

2 

Drainage 

...  47 

District  Inspection  of  Houses 

...  342 

Fish  Friers’  Premises 

...  11 

Food  Inspection 

...  13 

Factories 

...  56 

Housing  Survey 

...  12 

Housing  Applicants 

...  312 

Infectious  Diseases 

...  18 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

5 

Outworkers’  Premises 

9 

Licensed  Premises 

...  28 

Rodent  Control  ... 

...  75 

Re-inspections  ... 

...  453 

Schools 

...  8 

Shops  

...  56 

Piggeries 

...  27 

Smoke  Observations 

...  12 

Water  Supplies... 

...  17 

Verminous  Premises 

...  10 

Miscellaneous  ... 

...  84 

1,724 

8 


Defects  Remedied. 

Defective  W.C’s.  ...  ...  ...  21 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation  ...  ...  6 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Burst  water  pipe,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  25 

Defective  spoutings  ...  ...  ...  94 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  15 

Defective  roofs  .. . ...  ...  ...  21 

Defective  firegrates  ...  ...  ...  9 

Defective  plaster  walls  and  ceilings  ...  39 

Defective  doorframes  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  window  frames...  ...  ...  13 

Defective  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  brickwork  and  pointing  ...  ...  30 

Defective  ashbins  ...  . ...  30 

Defective  washboilers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  yard  pavements  ...  ...  19 

Defective  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  1 

Closet  conversions  ...  ...  ...  8 

Ashpit  conversions  ...  ...  ...  1 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accumulation  of  Rubbish  . . ...  ...  9 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


401 

Food  Premises. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1938. 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  1 
No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  3 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  of  cooked 

meats  and  fish  ...  9 

All  premises  have  been  inspected  regularly,  124  visits  being 
made.  Butchers,  greengrocers  and  fish  shops  were  visited  frequently 
during  the  Summer  months.  At  14  food  shops  defects  to  wallplaster, 
ceilings,  ventilation  or  sinks  have  been  remedied.  The  standard  of 
cleanliness  is  satisfactory  but  some  of  the  premises  are  small  and 
not  entirely  suitable,  although  conforming  with  Section  13. 

Food  Surrendered. 

40  lbs.  Frozen  Eggs. 

3 lbs.  Cheese. 

45  lbs.  Meat  (frozen). 

10  lbs.  Lambs’  livers. 

1 Tin  Rhubarb. 

2 — 12  oz.  tins  Meat  Loaf. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  in  the  district : -- 

23  Registered  Producers  of  milk,  of  these  1 1 are  producer  retailers. 

3 Registered  retailers  whose  premises  are  outside  the  district. 

2 Farms  hold  Producer  licenses  for  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  11 
for  Accredited  milk. 

71  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  Minor  repairs  were 
carried  out  at  three  and  more  extensive  repairs  and  alterations  are 
pending  at  two  other  farms. 

4 samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
one  of  which  was  satisfactory.  Instructions  were  given  with  regard 
to  cleanliness  and  sterilisation  of  utensils  and  further  samples  have 
been  satisfactory. 

Factories. 

There  are  36  factories  and  1 workplace  on  the  Register.  Ex- 
tensive alterations  to  W.C.  accommodation  have  been  completed  in 
2 and  work  is  in  progress  at  two  others.  Minor  repairs  have  been 
done  at  8. 

Factories’  Act,  1937. 

INSPECTIONS  for  the  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors) 

M/c  No.  Inspectors  M/c 

line  on  Inspect-  Written  Occupiers  line 
Premises  No.  Reg.  ions  Notices  prosecuted  No. 

1 . 2 3 4 5 6 7 


Factories  in  which  Sec 

1,2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authority  1 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nit 

1 

Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  which  Sec  7 
is  enforced  by  Local 
Authority  2 

36 

55 

3 

Nil 

2 

Other  premises  in  which 

Sec  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (exclud- 
ing outworkers’  premises  3 

3 

Total 

37 

56 

3 

Nil 
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Licensed  Premises. 

There  are  18  Licensed  Premises.  28  inspections  were  made 
and  at  five  premises  the  sanitary  accommodation  was  found  to  be  in- 
sufficient. In  two  alterations  have  been  made  and  plans  submitted 
for  the  other  three. 

Shops. 

There  are  91  shops  in  the  district,  60  of  these  retail  food.  The 
majority  have  been  inspected.  In  only  a few  are  assistants 
employed. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

There  are  seven  factory  chimneys.  12  observations  were  made 
and  in  two  instances  a nuisance  was  committed.  The  owners  were 
informed  and  improvements  effected.  In  the  case  of  one  installation 
the  assistance  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  & Power  was  obtained  and 
their  recommendations  carried  out. 

Rodent  Control. 

132  treatments  were  made  during  the  year. 

No.  of  premises  treated  for  rats  108 

No.  of  premises  treated  for  mice  24 

No.  of  infestations  due  to  defective  drains  1 

Most  of  the  factories  have  contracts  with  the  Council  for  the 
destruction  of  rats.  At  these  premises  four  treatments  are  done 
yearly.  Sewers  receive  two  treatments.  There  are  a number  of 
streamis  running  through  the  district  which  have  received  two  treat- 
ments. 

The  estimated  number  of  rats  destroyed  during  the  year  was 

892. 

The  cost  for  business  premises  is  borne  in  full  by  the  occupier, 
householders  are  charged  for  the  service  where  the  cause  is  due  to 
neglect.  The  amount  charged  to  occupiers  of  premises  for  the  des- 
truction of  rodents  was  124  9s.  6d. 

One  part  time  rodent  operator  is  employed  on  this  work. 
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